








JULY ASSISTING CALENDAR
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JULY BIRTHDAYS
2 Scott Kennedy, William Anson 17 Tamara Springer MCH< ANNIVERSARIES
3 John Geis, Sean Walsh, Sirena Morgan, 18 Fredrick Hill, Jr., Clara Doerle, Jackie Koslowsky .
Ashlynn Houghton 19 Evan Loehr 3  Donald & Nancy Hamilton (1965)
7  Laura Hurley 21 Mark Huston. Sr. 8  Carl & Elizabeth Morgan (2000)
9  Barbara Nelson, Michael Strumlok, Erik Young 22 James Christensen Morgan Mrozek, Ashley Casler 9 Horst & Linda Koslowsky (1982)
10 Robert Keil, Terry Gore, Theresa Rice ; : : ’ Jennifer and Andrew Hazeltine (2005)
23 Elizabeth Russell, Zachary Riker ,
11 Allyson Fox, Ivy Casler 24 Linda J. Galaska, Michele Lindor 11 Susan & Timothy Marshall (1998)
12 Caleb Hillman 25 Ernst Hantke, D. Nicole Fatherly, Evan Mrozek 13 Steve & Lynn Strumlok (1974)
13 Steven Galaska, Tyler Carry, Matthew Cox, 26 William Hanlon, Michelle Knaack, Charles LaDuca Thomas and Susan Johnson (2002)
Tracy Rosenbarker, Jay Stone 28 Janet Io_3@6m ' 16 Scott & Patricia Wells (1994)
14 Nancy Walsh, Willie Monds, Shirley Marshall, 29 Cherrae Lynch 18 Eric & Jodi Quackenbush (2009)
Marissa Smith 30 Alexandreah Kennedy, Kathy Cavallo 27 Lisa & Scott Kniffin (1996)
15 Michael Smith, Sabrina Rehm Samantha Kluhiewicz, Cale Schad 28  Brent & Katie Rodgers (2002)
16 Signe Nelson, Rhiannon Randall 31 Christine Gaetz _Wmcmm 31 Kimberly & Scott Kennedy (1999)



8:30 WORSHIP SURVEY RESULTS

In response to comments made at the Annual Meeting in January,
the Worship and Music Committee conducted a survey of opinions
and at their June 9th Meeting reviewed the responses and will be

making some changes in the 8:30 AM Service.

It needs to be said that the over all impression was very positive:

1) More than 50% of the surveys sent out were returned.

2) Most were overwhelmingly positive.

3) Even the critical comments were made charitably with con-
cern for those who did not share the concern.

This is remarkable and shows what a strong Christian community
we have here at Atonement.

In response to the comments made there will be some changes at
the 8:30 AM Service:

» Because of the number of comments about the size of print,
the large print bulletins will be the only ones available starting
in July. If there are some requests for the small bulletins, we’ll
begin printing a few again. This will also reduce the number of
unused bulletins helping us be just a little more “green.”

» From time to time familiar musical portions such as the Doxol-
ogy will be used.

* A Hymn Survey will be conducted in an effort to establish a list
of “favorites” to be used more frequently.

* Psalm will be done in three methods depending on the season:

a.Sung by Cantor with congregational refrain.
b.Entirely sung by the congregation
c. Spoken responsively.

» Solos, duets and anthems will be done from the balcony on
most weeks and some weeks organ interludes will replace at
least one of these pieces.

» Pre-service Musicians Rehearsal will be moved to the Chapel to
allow a more meditative mood in the Sanctuary before worship.

* Children’s time will return in September on most Sundays.
The Committee will review these changes at their September and
November meetings and change anything that doesn’t seem to be
working. Your comments as we go along are most welcome.

The “raw data” (Actual Survey response documents) minus names
will be available in the rear of the church for your inspection.

REPORT FROM THE TRANSITION TEAM

The team overseeing the details surrounding Pastor Gaetz’ retire-
ment and transition to a new senior pastor has been busy prepar-
ing for what promises to be a busy year!

Below is a summary of some of what has been happening:

» Sherry Hothem, Vice President of Church Council, has agreed
to serve as the latest member of the Transition Team, acting as
liaison between the committee and Council.

» Merikay Harper will be leading a committee to develop our
congregations’ “Ministry Site Profile.” This profile is a critical
beginning step in the process of finding a new senior pastor. It
is what potential pastors and their bishops will look at to learn
more about us. Once the committee has a profile drafted, the
Church Council will review and comment before it goes to the
Synod office. The Profile will be shared with the congregation at
a town meeting (to be scheduled). Membership of the commit-
tee is currently being discussed.

» Karen Douglass and Gary Stensland have agreed to form a
“Celebration Committee” to plan events surrounding Pastor
Gaetz’ ministry here at Atonement. Sue Scharoun will be liaison
between the Transition Team and the Celebration Committee.

» As we approach fall, you will begin to see a lot more activity,
including more frequent communications. We plan to install
a bulletin board outside the coffee shop where you will see a
timeline of milestones and events. The bulletin board will also
have a place where you can leave questions and suggestions.
Responses will be posted both on the bulletin board and in the
Messenger. Beginning with this article, there will be an article at
least once a month keeping you up to date on these and other
projects that arise. Town meetings will also be scheduled to
answer questions in a public forum settng.

Intereseted in participating in committees or events? Keep your
eyes open for further information and feel free to contact any of
the Transition Team members below.

» Susan Scharoun (members of the congregation)
scharoun@earthlink.net, 622-0818

« Jay Berry (staff members, including Child Care Center)
syr235jay@yahoo.com, 558-3643

+ June Quackenbush (communications questions)
june@alcsyracuse.org, 559-0602

4-5-6 AND YOUTH GROUP CAP OFF A BUSY YEAR!

On Sunday, June 6, five
youth from our 4-5-6
§ Club had fun “letterbox-
& ing” in the Syracuse
€+ area. Letterboxing is a
# cross between a trea-
sure hunt and stamping.
At each site, each per-
son had the opportunity
to look for the hidden

= ‘ stamping box based on
clues that Pastor Rodgers provided and stamped their log books
as they went along. At nearly every stop, Pastor Rodgers and her
husband David had planned some kind of delicious snack, which
was greatly appreciated given the chilly weather. Many thanks to
Pastor Rodgers, David Rodgers, Missy Wilber, Jeff La Duca and
Stacie Draper for making this a fun and safe event for the kids.

On Friday-Saturday,
June 4-5, nine teens and
four adults met at Adam’s
Eden camp in LaFayette
NY for a wild time in their
wildflower garden maze.
After literally hours of
happily getting lost in the
woods, everyone trooped
to Janet Holmgren’s
house for hot-dogs,
s’mores, a bonfire, and

a faith-themed craft project. Then because who wouldn’t want to
go bowling at midnight (?) the crew made its way to Liverpool to
bowl a few frames at Flamingo Bowl’s “cosmic bowling.” Think
dance club meets bowling alley. Finally, everyone returned to the
church for a teen-led worship service in the wee hours of Saturday
morning. Many thanks to Pastor Rodgers, Janet Holmgren, Missy
Wilber, and Jeff LaDuca for making this event a huge success.



