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THE ATONEMENT 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
116 W. Glen Avenue
Syracuse, NY 13205

CHURCH OFFICE
Phone: 	 315-492-9065
Fax:	 315-492-1206

DAY CARE
492-7407
childcare@alcsyracuse.org

APPLESEED PRODUCTIONS
492-9766
info@appleseedproductions.org

PASTORS
Nelson W. Gaetz
468-5335
PrGaetz@earthlink.net

Dawn E. Rodgers
430-8190
PrRodgers@earthlink.net

Peter R. Suarez
463-5389
pbsuarez@hotmail.com

Kjersten Priddy, Vicar
492-9065 
vicar.priddy@alcsyracuse.org

ASSOCIATE IN MINISTRY
Carol N. Perry
446-0291

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR
CJ Young 
492-9065 
cj.young@alcsyracuse.org 

MUSIC COORDINATOR
Kathy Woods 
492-9065 
KatMWoods@gmail.com 

BUSINESS MANAGER
Beth Ann Arthur
492-9065
alcBusMgr@earthlink.net

ADMINISTRATOR	
Laura Light
laura.light@alcsyracuse.org

MESSENGER SUBMISSIONS
june@alcsyracuse.org -or-
graphic arts mailbox in church  
office by noon on Friday



Our ChurchFamily

December Anniversaries
4	 Peter and Betty Suarez (1976)
21  Mark & Gayle Wentworth (1984 ) 
22  Joyce & Jim Jecen
28  Edwin & Janet Holmgren (1974) 
      William & Sherry Peters(1988)

DecemberBirthdays
1	 Jennifer Magee, Tiffany Ross
2	 Kelly Edmonds,Laureen Batsford 

Abigail Wood
3	 Rosemarie Saile,Daniel Strumlok, 

Brigitte Niebuhr, Alvy Lucas
4	 Alexander Sapoznikov
5      Gregory Bader
6      Debra Harper
7     Ruth Gray
8     Klaus Aserian, Michelle Palmer

9	 Elaine Knaack, Richard Boynton,  
Serenity Rodgers

10	Arianne Walts
11	 Delores Smith, Vincent Jenson,  

Marva Metz
12	James Mahaney, Noah Drummond, Connor Kniffin,  

Carol Boe, Michelle Giglio
13	Christopher Farren, Peter Girardi
14	Carole Barr, Herman Schultz
15	Thomas Nelson
16	June Quackenbush, David Holbrook, Joshua Pouliot
17	Patricia Hook, Jorden Williams
18	Debra Pauls, Krista Phillips, Erika Drummond
19	Patricia Karins, Gale Van Marter, Donald Brown, Jr.
20	Michelina Murphy, Jennifer McKeon, Jonathan Ramsden
21	Fesseha Kahsay
22	Arthur McCormick, Madison McKeon
23	Joel Carrol
24	Raymond Yackel, Jr., Jessica Battelle 
25	David C. Rodgers, Randy Crossman, Dick Kennedy
26	Brad Tucker, Miles Lewis, Madelyn Boynton,  

Austin Draper, Melissa Peterson
27	Diane Wilber
28	Thomas Merchant, Annemarie Fields, Nancilee Lewis
30	Ryan Wilber, Baxter Simmons
31	Mark Mahaney, Cathy Casler, Linda Owens

St. Joesph’s Hospital
Bruce Halton (Eleanora Ott’s nephew)

At Home or at Rehabilitation Center
Gloria Trode
Paul Zurbruegg
Ongoing Care and Concern 
Christopher Abbott (Christina Nelson Abbott’s step son)
Ella Baker (Marty Shay’s mother)
Josie Billingsley (Lynn Strumlok’s mother)
Priscilla Breth (Organist Trudy Butler’s friend)
Tom Casey (Peggy Gaetz’ cousin)
Ruth Cornish (Syracuse Home)
Judy Howell (Pat Strong’s friend)
Bill Kinne (Our county legislator)
Tanya (Gebman) McGinn (Bill Kemp’s daughter-in law’s 
	 sister)
Nathan Monro (Carolyn Schramm’s nephew)
Maxwell Reger (Jennifer Cornish Genovese’ friend)
John Smith
Pat Strong
Dan Stupich (Laura Light’s brother)
Christina Teller (Karen Douglass’ friend)
Cheryl Wilber Thompson
Sandy Walters
Sandy White (Gary Stensland’s neighbor) 
Edward Yackel 

Active Duty Service Personnel
 Mike Breedlove – deployed in the Pacific – USS Mustin
Jack Fields – Ft. Bliss, TX
Trevor Martineau – 29 Palms, CA 
Chris Millhouse – deployed in the Middle East 
Daniel Strumlok – Camp Lejeune, NC

Reserve Service Personnel
 Kevin Monds, Army Reserves, Oswego, NY
Eric Quackenbush, Army Reserves, Medical Unit, Utica NY
Melissa Young, National Guard, Syracuse 

Congratulations AGAIN! to Barbara Miller (member who 
moved to SC) who has a new great-grandson. Wyatt Allen 
was born on Nov. 18 in Indiana.



SUNDAY (12/5)
  8:30 AM  Traditional Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary)
  9:45 AM  Confirmation Class (Pastor Rodgers’ office)
  9:45 AM  Adult Advent Class (Conference Room)
  9:45 AM  Sunday Church School (Chapel, School Age 1, UPK)
10:45 AM  Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary)
10:45 AM  Leap of Faith Ministries (Chapel)
  2:00 PM  Appleseed Butterfingers Angel Performance  
	 (Fellowship Hall)
  6:00 PM  Appleseed “Music from a Sparkling Planet” Rehearsals  
	 and Tech (Back of Fellowship Hall)

MONDAY (12/6)
11:00 AM  Pastoral Staff (Conference Room)
  7:00 PM  Appleseed “Music from a Sparkling Planet” Rehearsals  
	 and Tech (Back of Fellowship Hall)

TUESDAY (12/7)	  
  7:30 AM  Messenger Volunteers (Coffee Shop)
  5:00 PM  PEACE Inc - Financial Classes (Coffee Shop)

WEDNESDAY (12/8)  	  
10:00 AM  Crafty Ladyes (Coffee Shop)
  5:30 PM  Wednesday Church Night Activities (See box

THURSDAY (12/9) 
  4:00 PM  HeadStart Parent Meeting (Coffee Shop)
  6:00 PM  Leap of Faith Ministries (Chapel)
  6:00 PM  PEACE Healthy Relationship Classes - Singles  
	 (Coffee Shop)
  7:00 PM  Appleseed “Music from a Sparkling Planet” Rehearsals  
	 and Tech (Back of Fellowship Hall)

FRIDAY (12/10)  	  
  8:00 PM  Appleseed Butterfingers Angel Performance  
	 (Fellowship Hall)

SATURDAY (12/11) 
  8:00 PM  Appleseed Butterfingers Angel Performance  
	 (Fellowship Hall)

Calendar - 12/5-12/11

5:30	 Dinner (Fellowship Hall)
6:00	 Children’s Worship (Chapel)
6:15	 Worship (Sanctuary)
7:00	 Adult Class (Coffee Shop) 
7:00	 Recreation (Gym)

Wednesday ChurchNight  - 12/8

Transition Team Report
Hi, June Quackenbush here, with a report on the progress of the “Transi-
tion” for Atonement and Pastor Gaetz. As we are nearing Pastor’s actual 
retirement, you will begin to see articles like this one more frequently.

“….since this is probably the last time I’ll be with you for All 
Saints’ Sunday….”
If you were in church a few weeks ago, you probably heard this 
statement casually inserted into Pastor’s sermon. I don’t know 
about you, but this was the first time it actually hit me that this 
is really going to happen. Pastor Gaetz, after nearly 30 years at 
Atonement is actually going to retire!
Until now, there has been quite a lot of activity, but it has mostly 
been “behind the scenes.” The Transition Team has been working 
through figuring out what needs to be done, how, and with whom. 
To that end, Sherry Hothem has joined the Team as a liaison to 
Church Council and Monty Euston has come on board as some-
one who will help us look at the financial impact.
Merikay Harper, Donia Mrozek, and Gayle Wentworth have worked 
with Jay Berry to get the congregation survey interpreted and a 
report off to Synod so they can help in our search for candidates 
for a new pastor.
Karen Douglass and Gary Stensland have begun working with 
Sue (Scharoun) Evans to begin talking with people in the congre-
gation and Pastor Gaetz about what events will be held this year 
to celebrate Pastor’s tenure with us and to give him a send-off to 
retirement.
There is a new bulletin board outside the coffee shop that will 
chronicle some of the milestones we will hit this year….starting 
with Advent…Pastor Gaetz’s last Advent season with us at Atone-
ment!
If you have questions or want to find out where you can help, 
please contact Sue Evans at scharoun@earthlink.net or 622-0818

Thursday, December 2 
	 Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
	 Isaiah 4:2-6
	 Acts 1:12-17, 21-26
Friday, December 3
	 Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
	 Isaiah 30:19-26
	 Acts 13:16-25
Saturday, December 4
	 Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
	 Isaiah 40:1-11
	 John 1:19-28
Sunday, December 5
	 Isaiah 11:1-10
	 Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
	 Romans 15:4-13
	 Matthew 3:1-12

Bible Readings  12/2-12/8
Monday, December 6
	 Psalm 21
	 Isaiah 24:1-16a
	 1 Thessalonians 4:1-
Tuesday, December 7
	 Psalm 21
	 Isaiah 41:14-20
	 Romans 15:14-21
Wednesday, December 8
	 Psalm 21
	 Genesis 15:1-18
	 Matthew 12:33-37

Stewardship and Giving Statements
You should have received an envelope last week that contained 
both your 2010 giving statement through October 31 and your 
pledge card for your planned giving for 2011.
Please look at your statement carefully and let June know if you 
see any errors or something that you do not understand. She is 
well aware that there are sometimes problems - so please do 
not hesitate to get in touch with her. You can email her at june@
alcsyracuse, call her at 559-0602, or leave a note in her “Graphics 
Center” mailbox in the church office.
Once you take care of 2010, please read the letter written by our 
Stewardship Committee carefully. They clarify several issues that 
may have been confusing!
Return your 2011 pledge card by mail in the envelope provided 
(make sure the address shows through the window!) or by drop-
ping your card/envelope in the stewardship box (formerly known as 
the “survey return box” in the back of the sanctuary.
Finally, if you haven’t receive a 2011 pledge card, please contact 
Laura in the church office (492-9065) and she’ll see that you get 
one.



Christmas: In Story & Celebration
Pastor Peter invites you to be a part of the adult Advent 
classes entitled “Christmas: In Story and Celebration.” The 
class meets Sundays in Advent, following the 8:30 am service. 
Each Sunday’s class will be presented again on Wednesday 
evenings, immediately after the 6:15 pm service.
During our time together we will consider how the various 
aspects of the Christmas story are included in our celebration 
of the birth of Jesus.

Advent Wednesdays
Join us Wednesday evenings in Ad-
vent, starting 12/1, as we prepare for 
the birth of our Savior. Enjoy commu-
nity and fellowship starting with dinner 
at 5:30 pm.
Then, Journey to Zion through the 
words of the prophet Isaiah during our 
regular worship service at 6:15 pm.

Join Pr. Suarez in exploring the Christmas story in new ways 
during the adult class after the service.

	
  

Christmas Baskets
We are gathering the necessary items for Christmas baskets 
and need your help. Our food pantry, like so many others, is 
running low, as are donations. Please help where you can. 
Contributions are always welcome.  Last year, filling out the 
baskets, after sorting through the donations, cost almost $900.  
Many of our families have children who are off from school and 
need to be fed the two meals that they usually get at school. At 
Thanksgiving we filled 30 baskets and at Christmas we will do 
about the same number plus meat to an additional 30 families. 
Any help is appreciated. Most needed items include:
• Peanut butter and Jelly 
• Hi C or other fruit juice drink 
• Cereal. Jell-O
• Coffee/Tea 
• Canned green beans and corn 
• Canned fruit - peaches, pears or mixed fruit  
• Spaghetti and spaghetti sauce 
• Soups - especially chunky type 
• Cans of stew, spam, tuna 
• Raman noodles 
• Boxed Scalloped or Au Gratin potatoes 
• Christmas Funfetti cakes and Christmas Funfetti icing

Getting Ready....

Mark Your Calendar:
Pasta Dinner & Hanging of the Greens 

December 19
Please join friends and family for a great pasta dinner, hosted 
by our youth group, followed by the hanging of the greens!  
Dinner follows the 10:45 service (about noon). Reservations 
are appreciated and can be made by calling the church office 
at 492-9065.
After dinner, everyone is invited (and bring friends!) to decorate 
the church for Christmas. There are both heavy- and light-duty 
decorating chores, so there is something for everyone!

Can you help? – We need people to help deliver those point-
settias to members of the congregation who can’t make it to 
services.  If you can help, please call the church office and let 
Laura know. Plants can be picked up after the 10am service on 
Christmas Day or after the services on Sunday, December 26. 
Thanks!

Christmas Plants – Don’t forget to 
order a beautiful Christmas Poinset-
tia that will grace our sanctuary for 
Christmas. Plants are $11 each. Do-
nations are being taken at worship 

on Sunday December 12 and 19 - or may be mailed to 
church by Monday December 20. Be sure to include your 
desired memorial inscription.

Children’s Presentation at Christmas 
Eve Family Service

The children's pageant during the Christmas Eve Family 
Service is entitled "Angels We Have Heard," and there is still 
time to help out behind the scenes, or for your child to join-in 
on the choral selections included.  Rehearsal times are during 
the Sunday Church School hour and during Wednesday Night 
programs. Angel costume pieces left over from Halloween 
would be useful donations, as well as a child's cowboy hat (that 
can be spray painted white).  For more information, or to offer 
to help, contact Music Coordinator Kathryn Woods by calling 
the church office at 492-9065 and leaving a message.  Kathryn 
will return your call as soon as she can.

Annual Trip to 
“Lights on the Lake”

This year the annual Wednesday evening trip 
to see Lights on the Lake will be on Decem-

ber 22, immediately following worship.



12/5/10 8:30am 12/5/10 10:45am 12/12/10 8:30am 12/12/10 10:45am 12/19/10 8:30am 12/19/10 10:45am 

Preaching Vicar Priddy Vicar Priddy Pastor Gaetz Pastor Gaetz Pastor Suarez Pastor Suarez

Assistant Minister Vicar Priddy Vicar Priddy Linda Owens Gary Stensland Carole Barr Vicar Priddy

Acolyte/Altar Server Abigail Wood Austin Draper Adam Wood Diamond Brown Evelyn Hyde Morgan Mrozek

Communion 
Assistant Linda Owens Missy Wilber Carolyn Schramm Kevin Smith Lynn Strumlok Janet Holmgren

Reader Carole Barr Jay stone Pam Haumann Karen Veverka Steve Strumlok Donia Mrozek

Gift Bearers Linda & John       
Owens

Missy Wilber &     
Casey Draper

Lynn & Steve    
Strumlok

Karen Veverka &    
Kevin Smith

Betty Suarez &        
Pam Simmons

Louise & Don        
Brown

Ushers Baxter Simmons &     
Ed Ressler

Kevin Smith &      
Louise Brown

Paul& Joanne      
Claeys

Don Brown &             
Bill Kemp

Solomn Wililams & 
Baxter Simmons

Sue & Rich           
Evans

Altar Care Linda Owens June Quackenbush Pam Haumann Deacon Karen 
Douglass Lynn Strumlok Donia Mrozek

Flower Delivery Ken & Jeanette Greig Deacon Karen Douglass Pastor Suarez

12/26/10 8:30am 12/26/10 10:45am 12/24/10 7:00pm 12/24/10 10:30pm 12/25/10 10:00am 

Preaching Pastor Gaetz Pastor Gaetz Childrens' Pageant Pastor Gaetz Pastor Suarez

Assistant Minister Karen Douglass Gary Stensland Deacon Jay Berry Deacon Karen 
Douglass

Acolyte/Altar Server Sydney Woods Stacie Draper Casey Draper Dennis Walker

Communion 
Assistant David Rodgers Missy Wilber Vicar Priddy Carole Barr Betty Suarez

Reader Steve Strumlok Gary Stensland Childrens' Pageant Deacon Karen 
Douglass

Gift Bearers David Rodgers &     
Nate Woods

Casey Draper &    
Austin Draper Youth Group Carole Barr &          

Lynn Strumlok

Ushers Ken & Jeanette      
Greig

Louise Brown &         
Bill Kemp

Kevin Smith, Gary 
Stensland, Louise & 

Don Brown

Steve Strumlok & 
David Rodgers

Altar Care Karen Douglass Missy Wilber David Rodgers Deacon Karen 
Douglass Betty Suarez

Flower Delivery

Preaching

Christmas Plants

Assisting in December


