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THE ATONEMENT 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
116 W. Glen Avenue
Syracuse, NY 13205

CHURCH OFFICE
Phone: 	 315-492-9065
Fax:	 315-492-1206

DAY CARE
492-7407
childcare@alcsyracuse.org

APPLESEED PRODUCTIONS
492-9766
info@appleseedproductions.org

PASTORS
Nelson W. Gaetz
468-5335
PrGaetz@earthlink.net

Dawn E. Rodgers
430-8190
PrRodgers@earthlink.net

Peter R. Suarez
463-5389
pbsuarez@hotmail.com

Kjersten Priddy, Vicar
492-9065 
vicar.priddy@alcsyracuse.org

ASSOCIATE IN MINISTRY
Carol N. Perry
446-0291

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR
CJ Young 
492-9065 
cj.young@alcsyracuse.org 

MUSIC COORDINATOR
Kathy Woods 
492-9065 
KatMWoods@gmail.com 

BUSINESS MANAGER
Beth Ann Arthur
492-9065
alcBusMgr@earthlink.net

ADMINISTRATOR	
Laura Light
laura.light@alcsyracuse.org

MESSENGER SUBMISSIONS
june@alcsyracuse.org -or-
graphic arts mailbox in church  
office by noon on Friday

January Business 
Please make sure you have marked your calendars:

•  Sunday, January 23, 2011 – Annual Pre-Annual Meeting Forum – We’ll meet at 9:45 in the 
Gym in the Keiswetter Center. Bulletin of Reports for the Annual Meeting to be held January 
30 will be available, including the 2011 Budget Proposal. Annual reports will be available for 
distribution and members of the Transition Team will be there to answer questions about Pastor 
Gaetz’ retirement and plans for Atonement’s future. 

•  Sunday, January 30, 2011 – Annual Dinner Meeting – Immediately following the 10:45 AM 
service we will gather in the Fellowship Hall for dinner (stew!) and then the annual meeting. 

2011 Pledges
As we ended 2010, we were still missing pledg-
es. Did you forget yours? Please look around. 
If you still have it, send it in. If you can’t find 
it... call the church office for a replacement. Or, 
better yet, pick one up at church next Sunday 
and fill it out. We need everyone’s support to 
keep the bills paid. On a related subject.... 

2011 Offering Envelopes 
Envelopes were mailed last week. If you have 
not yet received yours, call the church office for 
a replacement.

2010 STATEMENTS
Year End Giving Statements will be mailed by 
the end of January. Please look yours over very 
carefully. If anything is missing or if something 
doesn’t look correct, please call the church 
office and leave a message. Someone will get 
back to you quickly. We want to be sure every-
thing is accounted for properly.

It’s COLD Outside!
Help us to keep it warm inside.  Now is a good 
time to pull out that fuel envelope from 2010 if 
you haven’t used it.  If you used it, thanks!  ....
and we can always use more help.

Christmas
Eve
2010



Assisting January

January   9	 8:30	 10.45
Preaching	 Pastor Gaetz	 Pastor Gaetz
Asst Min	 Linda Owens	 Gary Stensland
Acolyte	 Evelyn Hyde	 Diamond Brown
Communion Asst	 Carole Barr	 Janet Holmgren
Reader	 Jeanette Greig	 Karen Veverka
Gift Bearers	 Carole Barr	 Bill Kemp
	 Bobbie Mettler	 Desi Pecore
Ushers	 Pam Simmons	 Don Brown
	 David Rodgers	 Austin Draper
Altar Care	 Ruth Holbrook	 June Quackenbush
Flower Delivery	 Ken and Jeanette Greig

January   16	 8:30	 10.45
Preaching	 Pastor Suarez	 Pastor Suarez
Asst Min	 Carole Barr	 Deacon Jay Berry
Acolyte	 Abigail Wood	 Morgan Mrozek
Communion Asst	 Solomon Williams	 Missy Wilber
Reader	 Betty Suarez	 Deacon Jay Berry
Gift Bearers	 Solomon Williams	 Stacie Draper
	 Betty Suarez	 Jon Fitzgibbon
Ushers	 Paul & Joanne	 Louise Brown
	 Claeys	 Casey Draper
Altar Care	 Ruth Holbrook	 Donia Mrozek
Flower Delivery	 Pastor Suarez

January   23	 8:30	 10.45
Preaching	 Pastor Rodgers	 Pastor Rodgers
Asst Min	 Deacon Karen Douglass	Gary Stensland
Acolyte	 Adam Wood	 TBA
Communion Asst	 David Rodgers	 Sue Evans
Reader	 Pam Haumann	 Kevin Smith
Gift Bearers	 Sydney Woods 	 Sue & Rich
	 David Rodgers	 Evans
Ushers	 Baxter Simmons	 Missy Wilber
	 Ed Ressler	 Bill Kemp
Altar Care	 Ruth Holbrook	 Missy Wilber
Flower Delivery	 Deacon Karen Douglass

January   30	 8:30	 10.45
Preaching	 Pastor Gaetz	 Pastor Gaetz
Asst Min	 Vicar Priddy	 Vicar Priddy
Acolyte	 Sydney Woods	 TBA
Communion Asst	 Linda Owens	 Kevin Smith
Reader	 Vicar Priddy	 Sue Evans
Gift Bearers	 Linda & John	 Donia Mrozek
	 Owens	 Karen Veverka
Ushers	 Paul & Joanne	 Louise Brown
	 Claeys	 Stacie Draper
Altar Care	 Ruth Holbrook	 Deacon Karen Douglass
Flower Delivery	 Vicar Priddy

Transition Committee Report:
The Call Process

As we enter Pastor Gaetz’ final months at Atonement (his final 
date will be announced at the Annual Meeting the end of this 
month), we are entering the period where the “Call” process 
takes center stage.
While the Bishop reviews the Ministry Site Profile that will be 
finalized and submitted to the Synod Office this month, our 
Church Council will be finalizing the membership of the Call 
Committee. 

There are three “steps” to assembling the Call Committee:
•	 The Nominations Committee (Jeanette Greig, Harriet 

Walters, and Dorothy Phillips) reviews a list of possible 
Call Committee members and submits a roster of nomi-
nees to the Church Council.

•	 The Council reviews the list and narrows it down to a 
committee of 6-10 individuals

•	 The Council submits the final roster to the congregation 
at the Annual Meeting for ratification.

The Nominations Committee has undertaken the task of col-
lecting nominees for the Call Committee.  If you are interested 
in being on the Call Committee or want to nominate someone 
else for membership, please let Jeanette, Harriet, or Dorothy 
know.  You can call the church office at 492-9065 and let Laura 
know who you are nominating or leave a message with her to 
have one of the Nominations Committee members contact you.
The call committee will review candidates submitted by the 
Bishop. That review will include learning more about the 
candidate through interviewing (over the phone, in person, or 
both) potential candidates, listening to at least one sermon, 
and talking with references. When a candidate is found to be 
acceptable to the Call Committee, that name is passed on to 
the Church Council. Assuming the candidate is approved by 
the Council, the congregation will have an opportunity to meet 
the candidate. At any point in that process, a candidate can be 
rejected–by the committee, the council, or the congregation. 
Once a candidate is approved by all three groups, a call is is-
sued. The candidate has up to 30 days to respond.
If a candidate is rejected, the process begins over again with 
a new candidate submitted by the Bishop.  Note that multiple 
candidates may be reviewed, but such reviews are consecu-
tive, not simultaneous.  That is, we only go through the process 
with a second candidate if the first candidate is rejected. That 
is, we only consider a second (or third or more) candidate if the 
prior candidate is not affirmed by any one of the tree partners 
in the interview process or if a candidate declines an invitation 
from us at any step.
As you can see, the process can move along quickly or may 
take some time. 

Thank you from Pastor Rodgers!
Heart felt thanks to all who remembered me with cards, gifts 
and prayers this Christmas season.  
			   Blessings,  
			   Pastor Dawn Rodgers

Welcome Sean Edward!
We welcome into our church  
family, through the sacra-
ment of baptism, Sean 
Edward Battelle. His 
parents are Jon P.  
Battelle and Debra 
Harper. His godparents 
are Jennifer Harper and 
Kenneth Edgar.



Bible Readings  Sunday, January 9
	 Isaiah 42:1-9
	 Psalm 29
	 Acts 10:34-43
	 Matthew 3:13-17
Monday, January 10
	 Psalm 89:5-37
	 Genesis 35:1-15
	 Acts 10:44-48
Tuesday, January 11
	 Psalm 89:5-37
	 Jeremiah 1:4-10
	 Acts 8:4-13
Wednesday, January 12
	 Psalm 89:5-37
	 Isaiah 51:1-16
	 Matthew 12:15-21

SUNDAY (1/9)
  8:30 AM  Traditional Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary)
  9:45 AM  Confirmation Class (Pr. Rodgers Office)
  9:45 AM  Sunday Church School (Chapel, School Age 1, UPK)
10:45 AM  Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary)
10:45 AM  Leap of Faith Ministries (Chapel)
  5:00 PM  Coalition Teen Drama (Coffee Shop, Chapel)
  6:30 PM  Appleseed Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)

MONDAY (1/10) 
11:00 AM  Pastoral Staff (Conference Room)
6:00 PM  ACCC Staff Training (Coffee Shop)
6:30 PM  Appleseed Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)

TUESDAY (1/11)	  
  7:30 AM  Messenger Volunteers (Coffee Shop)
  6:30 PM  Appleseed Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)

WEDNESDAY (1/12)  	  
10:00 AM  Crafty Ladyes (Coffee Shop)
  5:30 PM  Wednesday Church Night Activities (See box)

THURSDAY (1/13) 
  4:00 PM  HeadStart Parent Meeting (Coffee Shop)
  6:00 PM  Leap of Faith Ministries (Chapel)
  6:30 PM  Appleseed Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)

FRIDAY (1/14)  	  
  6:00 PM  ACC - Celebration of the Journey (Gym, Conference Room)
  8:00 PM  Appleseed Sparkling Planet Performance (Fellowship Hall)

SATURDAY (1/15)  	  
  9:00 AM  BBB (Coffee Shop)
  8:00 PM  Appleseed Sparkling Planet Performance (Fellowship Hall)

Calendar - 1/9/11-1/15/11

5:30	 Dinner (Fellowship Hall)
6:00	 Children’s Worship (Chapel)
6:15	 Worship (Sanctuary)
7:00	 Adult class resumes on 1/12*
7:00	 Recreation (Gym)

Wednesday ChurchNight  - 1/12

Thursday, January 6	
 	 Psalm 29
	 1 Samuel 3:1-9
	 Acts 9:1-9
Friday, January 7
	 Psalm 29
	 1 Samuel 3:10—4:1a
	 Acts 9:10-19a
Saturday, January 8
	 Psalm 29
	 1 Samuel 7:3-17
	 Acts 9:19b-31

Given in Memory/Honor of:	 By			 
Loved Ones	 Baxter Simmons
Loved Ones	 Roberta Mettler
Loved Ones	 Charles & Robyn Scharoun
Loved Ones	 Paul & Joanne Claeys
Our Parents	 Ken & Jeanette Greig
Loved Ones	 Ruth Akins
Loved Ones	 Dorothy Phillips
Mother & Father	 Paul Zurbruegg
Loved Ones	 Sandy, Sherry, & Harriet
George Potter, Jr.	 Lois Potter & Family
Donald F. & Ingrid Smith	 Kevin Smith & Donia Mrozek
Wilhelmina Schrieber,	 Barbara & John Voltz 
William Schrieber, & 	 and Family 
William Schrieber, Jr.
Pollyanna Geis,  
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Geis, &	 John & Linda Owens 
Mr. & Mrs. Austin P. Owens

Instrumental music for the 10:30 service was made possible 
by a generous gift given In Loving Memory of Marie Ott by 
Eleanora Ott and Family
Our Christmas Poinsettias are given in loving memory or 
honor of the following:		

Bible, Baked Goods, and Beverage Group 
Meets January 15

9:00am–Coffee Shop
Bible Baked Goods and Beverage will 
meet on Saturday, January 15th at 
9:00am in the Coffee Shop. 
Our topic will be “The people of God: 
Worship–based on John 4: 23-24. All 

women of the congregation are invited.

Thank You!
Thank you - the flowers from the altar brought by Pastor 
Suarez and Vicar Kjersten were beautiful and I enjoyed them 
so much after I returned from spending Thanksgiving and my 
90th birthday up north with family and friends. Thank them for 
sharing their visit and communion. Also, thanks everyone for 
the many cards received.
				    Love and Prayers, 
				    Ruth Akins

Thanks from Pastor Gaetz
Thanks to all who were so generous with gifts at Christmas, 
especially one person (you’ll know who you are when you don’t 
get a note from me) who gave me a gift but the “from whom” 
tag must have come of so I don’t know who you are. So... 
“Thank you announces giver.” 
Thank you all–your kindness is overwhelming. 
				    - Pastor Gaetz

* Pr. Gaetz will pick up 
where he left off before 
Thanksgiving explaining 
theological terms and 
questions.



Our Church Family

January Anniversaries
1	 Wilfred & Alice LaFountain (2005)
12	 James & Chris Crane
14	 Natalie & Jon Wilson (2006)
15	 Ruth & Thomas Merchant (1994)
20	 Aiko & Robert Martin (1970)

Congratulations Laura!

Former Vicar Laura Aase will be ordained on January 
22, 2011 at Mercy Seat in Minneapolis. Laura has ac-
cepted a call by the Southwestern Minnesota Synod 
as Pastor and Mission Developer to River of Hope, a 
new mission start in Hutchinson, MN.

Altar Flowers and Eternal Light
The 2011 Memorial Charts are posted at the parking lot 
entrance to the church. It’s time to get these important 
memorials spoken for.
•	 Two arrangements of flowers are placed on the Altar 

at a cost of $40 per week. Your memorial inscription is 
listed in the bulletins and after the services the flowers 
are delivered to shut ins or those in the hospital. You 
may designate persons if you wish, writing it on the 
chart next to your week and/or including that informa-
tion with your payment. Make sure, when you sign up 
that you note who the flowers are from.

•	 The Eternal Light (red candle) that burns in the main 
sanctuary at all times as a reminder of Jesus’ pres-
ence may also be placed as a memorial. You may 
designate persons if you wish, writing it on the chart 
next to your week and/or including that information 
with your payment. Make sure, when you sign up that 
you note who the flowers are from.The cost is $4/week 
or $15/month.

Please make your choice as soon as possible to avoid 
conflicts. AND, please be sure to list all the information 
we will need for the bulletin. Your donation is due the 
week before your chosen week.

More Thank Yous!

Thank you to Paul Hanke, David La Point, and C & G foods 
for their generous donation of turkeys for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.
From the kids and adults involved in the Christmas play, a big 
thanks to Party City in Fairmount, for their time and willingness 
to help us find what was just right.

 
Cowley Trauma Center, MD
Cheri Farinholt (Kim Siddall’s cousin)
At Home or at Rehabilitation Center
Joseph Bielok (Bill Kemp’s father-in-law)
Rita Bielok (Bill Kemp’s mother-in-law)
Tim Kittell (Claeys’ friend)
Marva Metz
Ongoing Care and Concern 
Christopher Abbott (Christina Nelson Abbott’s step son)
Priscilla Breth (Organist Trudy Butler’s friend)
Tom Casey (Peggy Gaetz’ cousin)
Ruth Cornish (Syracuse Home)
Tanya (Gebman) McGinn (Bill Kemp’s daughter-in law’s sister)
Nathan Monro (Carolyn Schramm’s nephew)
Kathy Rugalia (Gary Stensland’s friend) 
John Smith
Pat Strong
Dan Stupich (Laura Light’s brother)
Kathy Tei (Gary Stensland’s friend)
Christina Teller (Karen Douglass’ friend)
Gloria Trode
Cheryl Wilber Thompson
Sandy Walters
Sandy White (Gary Stensland’s neighbor) 
Edward Yackel 

Active Duty Service Personnel
 Mike Breedlove – USS Mustin in the Pacific
Travis Carpenter – Fort Carson, CO
Jack Fields – Ft. Bliss, TX
Trevor Martineau – 29 Palms, CA 
Chris Millhouse – Middle East 
Todd Siddall - Afghanistan
Daniel Strumlok – Camp Lejeune, NC
Reserve Service Personnel
Kevin Monds, Army Reserves, Oswego, NY
Eric Quackenbush, Army Reserves, Medical Unit, Utica NY
Melissa Young, National Guard, Syracuse 



January  
Birthdays

1  Karen Douglass,  
    Lacey Gardner,  
    Joyce Jecen,  
    Tom Irwin
2  Bruce Kilhefner
3  Linda Malmendier
5  Iv Rai Baucom
6  Rentis Lawson, 
    Robert B. Shultz,  
    Alice Huber, Lilith 

		     Kench
7  	Heinz Aserian, Christina Nelson  

Abbott, Alexis Kelley, Anyia Ballard
8	 Cassia Ellis
10	Betty McNamara, Tajiarae  

Thurston, Shaun Brown
11	 Erica Tyo, Brett Scanlon, Shawn 

Young
12	Alexander John Voltz
13	Ruth Kummrow, Kim Siddall
14	Cathleen Woodward
15	Barbara Spinks, Stephen Strumlok
17	Jeff Morton, Stephanie Allen, 

Charles Wolff,III, Barbara Miller
18	Geraldine Savolainen, Zachary 

Woods, Stefan Thoryk, Jon Wilson
19	Connie Casler, Alexandrea Gaetz, 

Dana Caiello
20	John Douglass, Sr., Linda Hill,  

Allen Wells, Catherine Kelley, 
Karen Veverka, Trevor Valletta

23	William M. Gilbert, Fredrick Hill, III
24	Lewis DePalma, II, Athena Griffin,  

Jonathon Fitzgibbon
25	Jean M. Graumenz, Nicolas Arthur
28	Doris Young
29	Alexandra Lewis
30	Marjorie Monds
31	Virginia Wiggins, Susan Palmer, 

Harold Wilber, Sr.
26	Brad Tucker, Miles Lewis,  

Madelyn Boynton,  
Austin Draper, Melissa Peterson

27	Diane Wilber
28	Thomas Merchant, Annemarie 

Fields, Nancilee Lewis
30	Ryan Wilber, Baxter Simmons
31	Mark Mahaney, Cathy Casler,  

Linda Owens

Coming Soon....
See next week’s Messenger for coupon for $2 off ticket price


