
Visit us on the web: www.atonementsyracuse.org

PUBLISHED WEEKLY BY
THE ATONEMENT LUTHERAN CHURCH

Messenger
April 29, 2008
Vol. 29 - No. 18

THE ATONEMENT 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
116 W. Glen Avenue
Syracuse, NY 13205

CHURCH OFFICE
Phone: 	 315-492-9065
Fax:	 315-492-1206

DAY CARE
492-7407
ACClovekids@earthlink.net

APPLESEED PRODUCTIONS
492-9766
info@appleseedproductions.org

PASTORS
Nelson W. Gaetz
468-5335
PrGaetz@earthlink.net

Dawn E. Rodgers
430-8190
PrRodgers@earthlink.net

Peter R. Suarez
463-5389
pbsuarez@hotmail.com

Aaron Richter, Vicar
299-8461  
arichter7@gmail.com

ASSOCIATES IN MINISTRY
Carol N. Perry
446-0291

Jon Wilson
425-9982
JonWilsonAiM@earthlnk.net

MUSIC COORDINATOR
Kathy Woods 
492-9065

BUSINESS MANAGER
Beth Ann Arthur
492-9065
alcBusMgr@earthlink.net

SECRETARY
Kim Rivera
alcSecretary@earthlink.net

MESSENGER SUBMISSIONS
june@alcsyracuse.org -or-
graphic arts mailbox in church  
office by noon on Friday

Ascension Thursday

The Festival of the Ascension always falls 10 
days before Pentecost and 40 days after Eas-
ter marking the event in the Bible where Jesus 
leaves his disciples to return to the Father. It 
has become our tradition  here at Atonement 
to celebrate this  day with two services:

Wednesday Church Night, April 30 
5:30pm	 Dinner in the Fellowship Hall

6:00pm	 Worship in the Sanctuary with  
traditional balloon launch. Pastor 
Gaetz preaching.

Thursday, May 1
11:30am	 In celebration of the Festival of the 
Ascension, the Men in AtoneMENt invite you 

to join them in worship, in the supper of our Lord, and in a soup luncheon to 
follow. The service and supper will be held in the chapel beginning at 11:30am. 
Pastor Suarez preaching. The soup luncheon will be prepared by the Men in 
AtoneMENt.  We hope you will join us!

Geraniums for Pentecost

Geraniums may be purchased as memorials to beautify our Sanctuary on Pentecost Sunday.

Plants may be taken home or to the cemetery for planting on Pentecost Sunday (May 11) 
immediately following the 9:00am service at Fabius and the 10:45am service at Atonement. 
Memorials will be listed in the Pentecost bulletins and in the Messenger.

Cost is $4/ea or $40/dozen

Special envelopes are available at church or clip and return this form to the Church office.

In Memory of:_ _____________________________________

Given by:__________________________________________

Number of Plants:___________ _ Total:_________ __
 

☐	 Atonement	 ☐	 Fabius

Please check where you would like to pick your plants up:



Jim Simmons: 
Selected Landscapes

May 1-31: 
Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm 
(Tues. & Wed. until 8:30pm)

Onondaga County Library
The Galleries of Syracuse
447 South Salina Street

Reception May 3, 2-4pm

Jim Simmons (Baxter’s son) is an accomplished artist. If 
you have not seen his work, now is your chance. Please 
plan on stopping in at the Onondaga County Central 
Lbrary in The Galleries downtown during his exhibit. 

Honoring Bill Wheeless
As you read last week, Bill Wheeless 
was honored at the Syracuse Univer-
sity’s Lutheran Campus Ministry pres-
ents Second Annual Central Crossroads 
Conference Festival of Music. For those 
of you who were not able to attend, we 
thought we would share Pastor Suarez’ 
thoughts as he gave Bill his well-de-
served award!

Bill is being honored for his work of promoting and pro-
ducing the Easter Festival of the Arts for 27 years.  From 
1975 thru 2002, Bill used the Festival to demonstrate and 
encourage the use of the arts in proclaiming the mes-
sage of Jesus to all people. He did this by bringing to 
Syracuse the best of those versed in the art of express-
ing a living faith by means of drama, dance, and espe-
cially music. 

Bill tried to feed hunger wherever he found it–the hunger 
for faith through the Festival; with the financial support 
of Lutheran Brotherhood, the hunger for food through 
church pantries, and the hunger for freedom through his 
work with refugee families. All with the help and encour-
agement of his beloved wife, Margaret, while running a 
contracting business, a pet cemetery, working for the city, 
and helping raise four grandchildren.  

Congratulations Judy & Merikay!

Merikay Harper recently celebrated her 
30th anniversary working at the Upstate 
New York Synod office. “Her accumula-
tion of knowledge and experience is an 
integral part of what keeps the synod 
running smoothly...” say her co-workers. 
Congratulations Merikay!

Judy Holmes was recently appointed 
Senior Publications Coordinator in Syra-
cuse University’s College of Arts and 
Sciences. Judy had been a technical 
writing an publications specialist in the 
University’s Office of Information Tech-
nology & Services. We all wish Judy the 
best in her new position.

Onondaga Civic Symphony Concert
This past Sunday afternoon we had the honor of hosting 
the Onondaga Civic Symphony Orchestra in one of their 
last performances of the season. They played before 
an audience of about 100 people.  It was a wonderful 
performance. We hope they’ll be back again next year. 
Watch the Messenger for dates of future performances - 
plan to attend!

Atonement Youth - Remember the Dates!
May 11:	 Permission slips for Youth Group Faith Hike  

must be in to Mrs. Holmgren or Pastor Rodgers

May 18:	 Youth Group FAITH HIKE and Picnic at  
Taughannock Falls State Park

May 25:	 LCLC Camp registrations must be in to Mrs. 
Holmgren

June 1:	 Sunday School Closing Picnic at Clark  
Reservation



5:30	 Dinner in the Fellowship Hall
6:15	 Worship in the Sanctuary
6:15	 MOPS - Teen Mothers of Pre-Schoolers (Chapel)
7:00	 Wednesday Night Activities
•	 Recreation and games in the gym
•	 Adult Class “Making the Lord’s Prayer Our Own” (see right)

6:00-7:30 nursery is available for children under 6 years

Wednesday Church Night - 5/6

Seventh Sunday of Easter - May 4, 2008
8:30 AM	 Traditional Service of Holy Communion,Pastor Gaetz, Preaching 

9:00 AM	 Traditional Service of Holy Communion, Pastor Suarez, Preaching at Fabius

10:45 AM	 Holy Communion Service, Pastor Gaetz, Preaching 

SUNDAY	  (5/4) 
8:30am 	 Traditional Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary)                   
9:00am 	 Traditional Service of Holy Communion (St. Paul’s Fabius)
10:45am 	 Festival Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary) 
2:00pm	 Musical Comedy Murders of 1940 Performance (Fellowship) 
7:00pm	 Plaza Suite Read-Thru (Chapel)

TUESDAY	(5/6)
8:00am	 Messenger Workers (Coffee Shop)
7:00pm	 MCM OF 1940 Tech (Fellowship Hall)

WEDNESDAY (5/7)	
10:00am  	 Crafty Ladyes (Coffee Shop) 
5:30pm   	 Wednesday Night Activities (See box below)

FRIDAY (5/9)	  
8:00pm	 Musical Comedy Murders of 1940 Performance (Fellowship)

SATURDAY (5/10)	  
8:00pm	 Musical Comedy Murders of 1940 Performance (Fellowship) 

Week’s Calendar

Bible Readings
	 Th	 Ascension of Our Lord
		  Acts 1:1-11
		  Psalm 47 or Psalm 93
		  Ephesians 1:15-23
		  Luke 24:44-53

	 F	 Psalm 93
		  2 Kings 2:1-12
		  Ephesians 2:1-7

	 Sa	 Psalm 93
		  2 Kings 2:13-15
		  John 8:21-30

	 Su	 Acts 1:6-14
		  Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35
		  1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11
		  John 17:1-11

	 M	 Psalm 99
		  Leviticus 9:1-11, 22-24
		  1 Peter 4:1-6

	 Tu	 Psalm 99
		  Numbers 16:41-50
		  1 Peter 4:7-11

	 W	 Psalm 99
		  1 Kings 8:54-65
		  John 3:31-36

Bus/Van  
Schedules
Sunday (Bus) 
9:00am Lodi
9:15am Presidential Plaza
9:20am Toomey Abbott
9:30am Arrive Church
9:45am Leave Church
9:50am Hoeffler
9:55am Lincoln
10:10am Thurber
10:15am Loretto
10:30am Arrive Church

Wednesday (Van)
4:45pm Leave Church
5:00pm Driscoll
5:05pm Hoofer
5:15pm Sabine
Wednesday (Bus)
4:30pm Leave Church
4:40pm Lodi
4:45pm Sedgwick on James
4:55pm Presidential Plaza
5:15pm Thurber
5:20pm Valley Vista

Assisting at Worship
ASSISTING	   8:30am	 Deaon Karen Douglass	
MINISTER	 10:45am 	Deacon Jay Berry

COMMUNION		  8:30am 	Carolyn Schramm
ASSISTANTS	 10:45am	 Missy Wilber

USHERS		  8:30am	 Baxter Simmons & Dick Vook*
Elevator Op*	 10:45am 	Sue Scharoun & Don Brown*

ACOLYTES/		  8:30am	 Abigail Wood
ALTAR SERVERS	 10:45am 	Nick Drummond 

ALTAR CARE		  8:30am 	Phyllis & David Rodgers 
10:45am Missy Wilber & Desi Recore

GIFT BEARERS		  8:30am	 Merikay Harper & Roberta Mettler
	 10:45am 	Louise Brown & Stacie Draper

READERS		  8:30am	 Lynn Strumlok 
10:45am Michele Lindor

GREETERS	   8:30am	 Harriet Walters

FLOWER DELIVERY    Deacon Karen Douglass

Making the Lord’s Prayer Our Own
One of the few and perhaps the only passage of scripture that 
we can quote from memory is the Lord's Prayer. But because 
we can "quote it" doesn't mean we "know it." You are invited 
to be a part of the adult discussion series entitled  “Making 
the Lord's Prayer Our Own.” Beginning on Wednesday, April 
16, the series will run for 6 weeks, led by Pastor Peter.  Each 
Wednesday, there will be two identical sessions, one at Noon 
and the other at 7pm.  All sessions will meet in the coffee 
shop.

Note: People who are not hospitalized are listed only once per request. If you 
would like a person listed for additional weeks, please call the church office 
(492-9065) each week by 10am Thursday.  

Our Church Family
Please remember the following members and friends at Atonement in 
your prayers.

At home or in a nursing home
Ella Baker (Marty Shay’s mother), Rose Camerata (Eleanora Ott’s 
friend), Terry Colbridge (Sharon Hothem’s friend), Jennifer Cornish 
Genovese, Tom Fitzsimmons (Jay Berry’s friend), Evelyn Goings 
(Elderwood -Birchwood), Loretta Golden (Erik Holmgren’s mother 
– in – law), Sharon Hothem, Mary Hyde, Judy Howell (Pat Strong’s 
friend), Betty Theel, Sandy Walters, Bill Wheeless

Those in the armed services
Mike Breedlove (Pensacola, FL), Scott Carpenter, Travis Carpenter, 
Jack Fields (Ft. Bliss, TX), Trevor Martineau (Paris Island, SC), Kevin 
Monds (Ft. Benning, GA), Chris Nillhouse (Korea), Justin Randall 
(Iraq), Melissa Young (Phoenix, AZ)

Sympathy is extended to the family and friends of Betty Williams who 
died on April 24th. Prs. Rodgers and Suarez conducted the funeral 
on April 28 at the church.

Sympathy is extended to the family and friends of Lois Hughes (Pr. 
Rodgers’ family member) who died April 27.



7th Sunday of Easter: Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35

We continue in the Psalms this week with an interesting 
passage that is a psalm of praise to God for God’s ap-
pearance to the people in power and victory.  Much of this 
song revolves around the might of God, with God scat-
tering enemies, walking and shaking the earth, and pour-
ing rain down on the earth.  In the middle of all of these 
semi-terrifying images of God, there is an identification of 
whom God is in v. 5 and 6: the father of orphans, protector 
of widows, and the one who leads the prisoners to pros-
perity. 

I think it is easy to acknowledge the God who is mighty 
and powerful, strong and formidable.  But God does all of 
these things out of the love and care that God has for peo-
ple. In the next passage, v.7-10, the psalmist roots God’s 
love in the Exile (see the book of Exodus), and how God, 
in all God’s power and might, seeks more than anything to 
give the people freedom. 

We may not necessarily feel like slaves to others, but we 
still need freedom from those forces that threaten our 
opportunity to have the abundant life God wants for us. 
There is hope. God stands before us, ready to lead us 
forth. 

Let us pray, Powerful and Mighty God, you declare your 
love for all who need you, and you ready a path for all who 
need freedom. Call us to seek the prosperity that comes 
from you, as you move us away from our bondage to sin 
to everlasting life.  In your name we pray, Amen.

Vanderkamp Spring Cleanup Day
Saturday, May 3

Vanderkamp Center is looking for a few good men, wom-
en, youth, and children to help with their spring clean-up. 
They have plenty of projects for everyone: carpentry, 
painting, yard work etc.  Good fellowship and lunch is 
provided! If you are interested, please contact them at 
315-675-3651 or at vkcenter@localnet.com.

graduation time is nearing!
...and we would like to recognize our graduates. If you 
have a family member graduating in May or June (high-
school, college, or “other”!), please send the information 
to june@alcsyracuse.org and we’ll include them in the 
June 10 Messenger.  Send that email by June 1 to make 
sure your graduate is included!

Special Congregational Meeting
On Sunday, June 1st at 9:30 AM there will be a Spe-
cial Congregational Meeting to receive a recommen-
dation from the Church Council about a package of 
renovations to the church building. There will also 
be informational forums as follows:

•	 Sunday, May 4th  at 9:30am – Following the 
8:30am Service

•	 Wednesday May 21st at 6: 45pm – Following 
the Wednesday evening Service

•	 Sunday May 25th at 11:45am – Following the  
10:45am Service

A full report, including all the financial projections, 
will also be mailed to each household prior to the 
special congregational meeting. Thank You All!

Thank you to everyone who gave to 
the Women of the ELCA's  "Bread for 
the Hungry" appeal. Your contributions 
totaled $588. The West Side Food 
Pantry (St. Paul's) will receive $299, 
and ELCA World Hunger will receive 
$299.  Your support is very much ap-
preciated.

April Council Report
Staff reports were approved.

Council elected Jay Berry, Karen Douglass, and Dan 
Randall to represent Atonement at the Central Cross-
roads Spring Assembly to be held May 4th and the Up-
state NY Synod Assembly to held June 8-10th in Roch-
ester. They will be attending along with the pastors.

The intern committee needs new volunteers. An impor-
tant part of our ministry at Atonement are the vicars we 
have each year. To properly train them for ministry, a 
committee of lay people meets monthly to support and 
assess their learning in preparation for ministry. Please 
speak to either Vicar Aarron or Pastor Gaetz if you are 
willing to serve.

The council voted on a proposal and financial package to 
present to the congregation regarding renovations. Infor-
mational meetings and a congregational meeting, to vote 
on the proposal, are scheduled–see the article below.

Karen Douglass 
Secretary

Crafty Ladyes Need Your Help!
The Crafty Ladyes would appreciate any 
wide mouth pint-size canning jars you 
have. Please leave them in the designat-
ed box in the Coffee Shop. 
Thank you!

Thank you...
To everyone at Atonement: I want to thank 
you so much for the lily–it’s beautiful. It’s nice 
to be thought of at such a special time of year.
					     - Vi Bradley



 

 

Directed by Jon Wilson 

mAY 2-17, 2008 
On the Atonement Stage 
116 West Glen Ave, Syracuse 

Appleseed Productions 
proudly presents 
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Bring this coupon to 
Appleseed’s box office for 

$2.00 off the price of a  
single ticket to see  

THE mUSICAL CoMEDY 
mURDERS OF 1940. 


