


THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT

Many road trips have a stretch that is just no plain fun. It
could be a long section of boring road. It could be that part
of the trip where you know you’re going to hit bad traffic even
at three in the morning on a Tuesday. For me it's New York
City. Many of you know that my parents live in western Long
Island. There is no way | can get there without dealing with
NYC. If | could, | would, but | can’t. In many ways hear-
ing John the Baptist’s challenge to each of us that we take
a good hard look at our lives and don’t assume too much
before we get to the joys of Christmas is such a stretch on
our journey. There are times when | would rather not listen
to John. There are times when I'd like to ignore those rattles
under the hood of my prayer life, or try and overlook my low-octane attitudes towards
my neighbors. Yet every year in Advent John firmly reminds us like a concerned
mechanic that we need to pay attention. And what’s more there’s no way to get around
him. But then, there’s no way to Easter without first going through Good Friday either.

~ Shalom y’all, Vicar Christine

BIBLE READINGS
12/10-12/16

Th Isaiah 12:2-6
Amos 6:1-8
2 Corinthians 8:1-15

F lsaiah 12:2-6
Amos 8:4-12
2 Corinthians 9:1-15

Sa Isaiah 12:2-6
Amos 9:8-15
Luke 1:57-66

Su Zephaniah 3:14-20
Isaiah 12:2-6
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18

M Isaiah 11:1-9
Numbers 16:1-19
Hebrews 13:7-17

Tu Isaiah 11:1-9
Numbers 16:20-35
Acts 28:23-31

W Isaiah 11:1-9
Micah 4:8-13
Luke 7:31-35

4-5-6 CLUB: FESTIVAL OF
TREES AND CHRISTMAS TEA

The 4-5-6 club had fun looking at the
many beautiful trees on display at the
Festival of Trees. Some even chose
to write letters to Santa. Ten children
and four adults met at the coffee shop
on Saturday afternoon and made the
drive to Shoppingtown Mall where the
festival is being held. Of course just
getting there made a great opportunity
to practice Christmas pageant songs!
There were so many Christmas trees
on display that nearly everyone had
their own favorite tree. Afterwards ev-
eryone regrouped at Atonement where
delicious cookies, brownies and cocoa
were provided by wonderful adult
volunteers. Many thanks to the adult
volunteers who made this afternoon
possible.



WEEK'S CALENDAR

SUNDAY (12/13)
8:30 AM Traditional Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary)
9:45 AM Sunday Church School (Chapel, Classrooms)
10:45 AM Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary)
10:45 AM Leap of Faith Ministries (Chapel)
2:00 PM Della’s Diner: Blue Plate Special Performance
(Fellowship Hall)
5:00 PM Mary Girard Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)
7:00 PM Civil War Auditions (Chapel, Coffee Shop)

MONDAY (12/14)
11:00 AM Pastoral Staff (Conference Room)
5:30 PM Jacob Marley Rehearsal (Gym)
6:00 PM ACC Staff Training (Chapel)
6:30 PM Mary Girard Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)
7:00 PM Church Council (Coffee Shop)

TUESDAY (12/15)
7:30 AM Messenger Volunteers (Coffee Shop)
5:30 PM Jacob Marley Rehearsal (Chapel)
7:00 PM Appleseed Board (Coffee Shop)

WEDNESDAY (12/16)

10:00 AM Crafty Ladyes (Coffee Shop)
4:30 PM ACC Parent Meeting (Conference Room, Classroom 1)
5:30 PM Wednesday Activities (See below)
7:30 PM Mary Girard Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)

THURSDAY (12/17)
5:30 PM ACC - Save Energy Training (Coffee Shop,
Classroom 1, Chapel)
6:00 PM Leap of Faith Ministries (Chapel)
6:30 PM Mary Girard Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)

FRIDAY (12/18)
10:30 AM ACC Holiday Party (Gym)
5:00 PM Jacob Marley Rehearsal (Coffee Shop)
6:30 PM Appleseed Set-up (Fellowship Hall)
6:30 PM Mary Girard Rehearsal (Chapel)
8:00 PM Della’s Diner: Blue Plate Special Performance
(Fellowship Hall)

SATURDAY (12/19)
9:00 AM Bibles, Baked Goods, & Beverages (Coffee Shop)
8:00 PM Della’s Diner: Blue Plate Special Performance
(Fellowship Hall)

WEDNESDAY CHURCHNIGHT

5:30 Dinner (Fellowship Hall)

6:00 Children’s Worship (Chapel)

6:15 Worship (Sanctuary)

7:00 Wednesday Night Activities
» Recreation and games in the gym
» Adult Class in the Coffee Shop

BIBLE BAKED GOODS
AND BEVERAGE (BBB)

BBB will meet on Saturday,
December 19th in the Cof-

fee Shop beginning at 9am.
Our Romans bible study will
have us looking at Romans
6:13b aka “Moved to a New
Address.”Anyone needing a
ride call Karen at 492-9347.

61 BLANKETS!

The Women of the ELCA
thanks everyone for their
support of the BLANKET
Appeal. We collected
$305-translating to sixty-
one blankets that will be
sent to people in need.
Someone somewhere will
be warm because YOU
cared.
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Community Hospital St. Joseph’s Hospital (Pittsburgh)
John Geis Marian Theobald (Pr. Emily Theobald-
Marva Metz Rowlands’ mother)
Upstate Hospital

Nancy Welch (Baxter Simmons’ daughter)

At home or in a nursing home
Marian Buerman, Mickey Kemp, Charlene Snow

Active Duty Service Personnel

Mike Breedlove (deployed in the Pacific - USS Mustin),
Jack Fields (Ft. Bliss, TX), Trevor Martineau (Afghanistan),
Chris Millhouse (Fort Gordon, GA), Daniel Strumlok (Camp
Lejeune, NC)

Sympathy is extended to Marva Metz, family and friends on
the death of Marva’s daughter Leslie E. Metz who died on
December 3rd.

Sympathy is extended to the friends and family of Dorothy
Davison who died on December 1st. Burial was December
2nd in Valley Cemetery.

Sympathy is extended to the Claeys, other friends and family,
on the death of Ed LeGere.

Sympathy is extended to family and friends (who include June
Quackenbush) of Grant Williams who died on Friday, Novem-
ber 24. Major Williams was a 40-year veteran of Syracuse
University’s Department of Public Safety.

Sympathy is extended to the family and friends of Catherine
Kelley who died on Dec 6. Pr. Suarez conducted the funeral
on Dec 9 at the Tyndall Funeral Home with burial at Belle Isle
Cemetary

Congratulations to Natalie and Jon Wilson on the birth of a
son, Gavin, on December 6.

We welcome into God’s Family through the sacrament of
Baptism, Gracie Jane Yackel. She is the child of Edward
Yackel and Heather Hill. Her godparents are Kathleen Hill
and Andrew Yackel.

DON'T FORGET....

...to return your Stewardship
Pledge card. You can either mail it
to the church office or drop it in the
box at the back of the Sanctuary.
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We have 49 pledges and are
hoping to have at least 60 by next
week. If you have not yet turned in
your pledge card, please do so soon!

Remember, we need these pledges to help build next year’s
budget. They are critical to the budget process. Whether you
plan to contribute $5/week or $50, it helps enormously if we
can count you!

Didn’t get a pledge card or lost yours? Please call Laura in the
church office (492-9065), she’ll see you get a new one!



