










Advent Wednesday Night 
Church Night

You are cordially invited to three special 
evenings in preparation for Christmas. 
Dinner will be at 5:30pm in the Fellowship 
Hall, followed by 6:15pm Worship in the 
Sanctuary and class and recreation at 
7:00 pm.
A variety of options are available follow-
ing worship, including a new adult class: 
“Spend Advent with Luke”, led by Pastor 
Peter. The class will be held on Wednes-
day evenings in Advent: December 2, 9, 
16, and 23, beginning at 7:00 pm. 
On December 23, the Christmas festivi-
ties will continue with Christmas Dinner 
at 5:30 PM and a service of Lessons 
and Carols at 6:15 PM followed by (your 
choice!) either the final class in “Spend 
Advent with Luke” series or the annual 
“Lights on the Lake” outing. Be watching 
future Messengers for more information 
about this festive evening.
There will be no Wednesday Church 
Night on December 30. Regular schedule 
will resume on January 6.

Youth Group Reminders
Hanging of the Greens Spaghetti Din-
ner on Sunday, December 20 (see Vicar 
Christine for more information)

 December Birthdays
 1	 Jennifer Magee, Tiffany Ross
  2	 Kelly Edmonds, Laureen Batsford,  

Abigail Wood
  3	 Rosemarie Saile, Daniel Strumlok, 

Brigitte Niebuhr, Alvy Lucas
  4	 Alexander Sapoznikov
  5	 Gregory Bader
  6	 Debra Harper
  7	 Ruth Gray
  8	 Klaus Aserian, Michelle Palmer
  9	 Elaine Knaack, Richard Boynton,  

Serenity Rodgers
10	 Arianne Walts
11	 Delores Smith, Vincent Jenson, 

Marva Metz
12	 James Mahaney, Noah Drummond,  

Connor Kniffin, Carol Boe, Michelle 
Giglio

13	 Christopher Farren, Peter Girardi
14	 Carole Barr, Herman Schultz
15	 Thomas Nelson
16	 June Quackenbush,  

David Holbrook, Joshua Pouliot
17	 Patricia Hook
18	 Debra Pauls, Krista Phillips,  

Erika Drummond
19	 Patricia Karins, Gale Van Marter,  

Donald Brown, Jr.
20	 Michelina Murphy, Jennifer McKeon,  

Jonathan Ramsden
21	 Fesseha Kahsay
22	 Arthur McCormick,  

Madison McKeon
24	 Raymond Yackel, Jr.,  

Jessica Battelle 
25	 David C. Rodgers, Randy  

Crossman, Dick Kennedy, Anouk 
Quackenbush

26	 Brad Tucker, Miles Lewis, Madelyn 
Boynton, Austin Draper, Melissa 
Peterson

27	 Diane Wilber
28	 Thomas Merchant, Annemarie 

Fields, Nancilee Lewis
30	 Ryan Wilber, Baxter Simmons
31	 Mark Mahaney, Cathy Casler, Linda 

Owens

December Anniversaries
 4	 Peter and Betty Suarez (1976)
21	 Mark & Gayle Wentworth (1984 ) 
22	 Joyce & Jim Jecen
28	 Edwin & Janet Holmgren (1974)
			  William & Sherry Peters(1988)
29	 Thomas & Barbara Nelson (1953)
31	 Jim & Linda Hurley (2003)

Holiday Basket Needs
We are gathering the necessary items 
for Christmas baskets and replenishing 
staples in our food pantry–and we need 
your help. Our food pantry, like so many 
others, is running low, as are donations. 
Please help where you can. 
Contributions are always welcome. Last 
year, filling out the Christmas baskets, 
after sorting through the donations, cost 
almost $900.  
Many of our families have children who 
are off from school and need to be fed the 
two meals that they usually get at school.  
At Thanksgiving and Easter we feed at 
least 12 families and at Christmas we do 
about 25 baskets plus meat for additional 
families.  Any help is appreciated.  We 
can use all the usual food pantry items 
plus for Christmas baskets -
•	 Ham
•	 Peanut butter and Jelly
•	 Mac and cheese – boxed
•	 Hi C or other fruit juice  

drink (with vitamin C) and Kool-aid
•	 Cereal
•	 Jell-O and pudding mix
•	 Coffee/Tea
•	 Vegetable oil
•	 Sugar
•	 Canned beans and corn
•	 Quick bread mixes
•	 Breakfast cereal
•	 Canned fruit – peaches,  

pears or mixed fruit
•	 Holiday candy
•	 Spaghetti and spaghetti sauce
•	 Soups – especially chunky type
•	 Cans of stew, spam, tuna 
•	 Raman noodles
•	 Au-gratin and scalloped potatoes
•	 Seasonal funfetti cakes and icing 2010 Pledge Cards

As of November 13, 
we have 43 pledges 
totaling a bit over 
$78,000! Have we 
counted yours?

Please remember 
to make your Finan-
cial Commitment for 
2009. Return your 
Pledge card in the 
box in the rear of the 
Sanctuary or mail it 
to the Church Office 
as soon as possible. 
Extra forms are avail-

able from the ushers on Sunday or you 
may call the church office and Laura will 
be happy to send you another card. It re-
ally is important to hear from everyone.

Welcome Ted!
Ted Kingsley just completed a course 
that entitled him to a commercial driver’s 
license to drive big rigs. One of those 
“not quite so big rigs” is our bus. He is 
now the “regular” driver for Wednesday 
nights. He will occasionally fill in for Bill 
Kemp on the Sunday run.  If you see 
Ted, make him welcome!



5:30	 Dinner in the Fellowship Hall
6:00	 Children’s worship (Chapel)
6:15	 Worship in the Sanctuary
7:00	 Wednesday Night Activities

•	 Recreation and crafts in the gym
•	 Adult Class with Pastor Peter: “Spending Advent 

with Luke

Wednesday Church Night

SUNDAY (11/29) First Sunday in Advent 
  8:30 AM  	Traditional Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary)
  9:45 AM  	Sunday Church School (Chapel, Classrooms)
10:00 AM  	Adult Class (Conference Room) 
10:45 AM  	Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary)
 7:00 PM 	 Appleseed Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)
MONDAY (11/30)
11:00 AM  Pastoral Staff (Conference Room)
6:30 PM  Appleseed Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)
6:30 PM  Mary Girard Rehearsal (Chapel)

TUESDAY (12/1)	  
  8:00 AM   Messenger Volunteers (Coffee Shop) 
  6:30 PM  Appleseed Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)
  6:30 PM  Mary Girard Rehearsal (Chapel)

WEDNESDAY (12/2)	  
10:00 AM  	Crafty Ladyes (Coffee Shop)
  5:30 PM  	Wednesday Dinner (Fellowship Hall)
  6:15 PM  	Wednesday Church Night Activities (see box below) 
  8:00 PM  Half Price Hump Day Performance (Fellowship Hall)

THURSDAY (12/3)
  6:30 PM  Appleseed Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)
  6:30 PM  Mary Girard Rehearsal (Chapel)

FRIDAY (12/4)
  6:30 PM  Mary Girard Rehearsal (Chapel)
  8:00 PM  Della’s Diner: Blue Plate Special Performance (Fellowship Hall

SATURDAY (12/5) 
  8:00 PM  Della’s Diner: Blue Plate Special Performance (Fellowship 
Hall)

Week’s Calendar

Have You Signed up to get the  
Messenger Online?

The Messenger is now available online at:  
http://www.alcsyracuse.org/alc_messenger.php

To sign up for electronic “delivery”  complete the online form at: 
 http://www.alcsyracuse.org/mailinglist.php

Sunday/Wednesday Adult Class
Spend Advent with Luke

The gospel of Luke is the primary gospel for the  coming 
Church year, 2009-10. Get an insight into the “man” and his 
gospel by “SPENDING ADVENT WITH LUKE”.....and Pas-
tor Peter. Join us on either the Sundays or the Wednesday 
evenings in Advent (Nov 29-Dec 23) as we take a closer look 
at Luke and his book.
Sundays classes will be at 10am in the Kiesewetter Center 
conference room, Wednesday’s classes will be at 7pm in the 
coffee shop.

Th	 Psalm 25:1-10
	 Nehemiah 9:6-15
	 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
F	 Psalm 25:1-10
	 Nehemiah 9:16-25
	 1 Thessalonians 5:12-22
Sa	 Psalm 25:1-10
	 Nehemiah 9:26-31
	 Luke 21:20-24
Su	 Jeremiah 33:14-16
	 Psalm 25:1-10
	 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
	 Luke 21:25-36

Bible Readings 
11/26 - 12/2

Reminder to Parents....
2009 Atonement Lutheran Church Christmas Eve 

Pageant
It’s time to begin planning the annual Atonement Christmas 
Eve Pageant, which takes place during the 7pm Family 
Service at Atonement Lutheran Church. All Atonement youth, 
from age 3 through grade 12 are invited to participate in our 
pageant. This year, we are doing a musical, Shepherds, Sheep 
and a Savior. 
If you are interested in having your children particpate, please 
contact Judy Holmes by November 20 (673-9393 after 6 p.m.), 
send her an email (ewholmes@windstream.net), or let Pastor 
Rodgers know whether your children can participate. 

First Week of Advent
“People will faint from fear and forebod-
ing of what is coming upon the world” 	
	 	 	 	 Matt. 21:26 

When Jesus spoke these words, he 
was certainly not referring to Black 
Friday ~ the Friday after Thanksgiv-
ing when retailers try their best to 
lure bargain-crazed shoppers with $3 
appliances, but rather he was talking 
about the chaos, fear and confusion 

that will herald the Last Days.  Wait a minute. What happened 
to Christmas?  Some of us haven’t even gotten the crèche out 
yet.  Apparently the GPS we’ve been using for our spiritual 
road trip has gone haywire. But before we root around in the 
glove box for the return receipt, maybe we should look again.  
If we put Santa and his merry elves to one side for a moment 
and think about Christmas it’s tempting to picture a calm, 
composed young mother, a doting father, a beautiful new-born, 
baby boy and some exceptionally well-behaved sheep.  It’s a 
lovely image, but lovely as it is, it doesn’t do justice to the fact 
that this is the human birth of GOD and now that GOD has ar-
rived on the scene, things will never, ever be the same.  Hmm, 
maybe it’s time to buckle-up; we may be in for a bumpy ride.  

			   ~ Shalom y’all, Vicar Christine

M	 Psalm 90
	 Numbers 17:1-11
	 2 Peter 3:1-18
Tu	 Psalm 90
	 2 Samuel 7:18-29
	 Revelation 22:12-16
W	 Psalm 90
	 Isaiah 1:24-31
	 Luke 11:29-32			
				 
		

	
  


